6              DIARY OF GIDEON WELLES    [APKIL 5

returning sense among some of the community. Last year
he was chosen by a majority of some three hundred. Now
he is defeated.

April 6, Wednesday. Little of importance. Some move-
ments by the army in contemplation, yet nothing has been
communicated sto the Navy Department, except an inti-
mation that ironclads may be wanted on the James River.
This intimation, or obscure request, comes indirectly from
General Grant; nothing from the War Department proper.

April 7, Thursday. Adjourned the Wilkes court martial
to-day until Monday, the 18th inst. The testimony is all
in, and the case will go to judgment as soon as the argu-
ments are delivered. Defense wanted eight to ten days,
and the members of the Court desired to go home for a few
days. Every effort has been made to evade the issues in this
case and to get up false ones. All of Wilkes's long letters
have been introduced, etc., etc.

April 8, Friday. Answered a letter from J. P. Hale,
Chairman of Naval Committee, on the question of increas-
ing the Marine Corps. In answering the inquiries of Mr.
Hale, it is important to so word my communication as
to leave the honorable gentleman some discretion, for he
makes it a rule to oppose any measure which the Depart-
ment strongly recommends. Mr. Rice, Chairman of the
Naval Committee of the House, informs me of a conversa-
tion he had with Hale a few days since, when he lectured
Hale severely for his course. Told him that, while profess-
ing to be a friend of the Administration, he exerted him-
self to see if he could not in some way find fault with it,
as though he could gain popularity to himself personally
while denouncing the Administration and especially that
branch of it with which he was more particularly identi-
fied. Hale replied that he had the most implicit confidence
in the integrity and fidelity of Gideon Welles, but that he
had no confidence in Mr. Fox or Admiral Smith, etc., etc.